
Horizons ‘23 kick-off
EBU Technology & Innovation



Agenda
14:00

- Welcome

- EBU Broadband Distribution Architectures 
group

- CDN procurement recommendations

- Procurement process considerations 

- Functional requirements as a list

- Service Level Agreement as example

14:30

- Review comments 

- Will Law (Akamai)

- Thijs de Zoete (CDN Alliance)

- Q&A

15:00 END

Presenters: Paul Tweedy (BBC) and Bram Tullemans (EBU, Tullemans@ebu.ch)



Broadband 
Distribution 
Architectures
A working group of the EBU T&I Strategic 
Programme for Distribution (SP-Distribution)

Helps EBU Members develop online media 
distribution strategies by sharing knowledge 
on relevant technologies, architectures and 
market developments

Publishes research and guidance on topics 
relating to online media streaming, bringing 
together the collective knowledge and 
experience from a broad spectrum of EBU 
PSBs

EBU TR068 "CDN Architectures Demystified": 
https://tech.ebu.ch/publications/tr068

EBU R159 "Procurement of Interoperable Content 
Delivery 
Networks": https://tech.ebu.ch/publications/r159

Provides expertise and guidance on online 
distribution to EBU Technology & Innovation

More: https://tech.ebu.ch/groups/bda

https://tech.ebu.ch/publications/tr068
https://tech.ebu.ch/publications/r159
https://tech.ebu.ch/publications/r159


EBU R159 - What, 
Why, How 
All online streaming services rely on a 
mixture of CDNs to deliver their services

Third-party CDNs are necessary to fulfil 
functional & non-functional requirements

PSBs must be compliant with their local 
procurement frameworks and regulatory 
requirements

Multi-CDN approach becomes necessary at 
scale

No two CDNs are completely alike

Challenge: how to minimise the differences 
and promote interoperability to minimise 
friction of change & increase flexibility, in a 
fragmented & competitive market



EBU R159 - What, 
Why, How 
Solution: produce a set of recommendations 
containing a baseline set of PSB CDN 
procurement practices, guidance & 
requirements, compatible with methods of public 
procurement

Requirements collated from a spectrum of BDA 
members, all actively involved in CDN 
procurement and operation

Common terminology used to describe baseline 
features & capabilities necessary for PSB media 
delivery

Recommendations can be taken & mapped to 
the specific business needs of the purchaser

In PSBs using the baseline to describe 
requirements, capabilities and service levels, the 
CDN market can be invited to become more 
interoperable to meet the service needs of each 
PSB customer



Index 
recommendation



Summary 
recommendations



Review R159
- Business needs

- Process considerations

- Requirement categories

- Functional requirements

- Example CDN SLA



Comments, 
Questions & Answers
- Review comments 

- Will Law (Akamai)

- Thijs de Zoete (CDN Alliance)

- Q&A 

- Open to all!

Please ask your questions in the Zoom 
Q&A section!
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